Church Development/Redevelopment Committee  (Cooperating Congregations)

02 July 2008

Bloomingdale United Church

Present:
Judith Johnson, Ruth Wright, Elna Robertson

Churches:
Bridgeport (6)   Emmanuel (5)   Christ the King (2)



Olivet (5)   Calvary (6)

Judith began the meeting with “A Dose of Reality”

Each participant received two handout sheets with charts of comparative figures taken from the United Church of Canada Year Books for the years 1993(1992),

2002(2001), and 2007(2006)

These statistics are as submitted by each congregation at the end of the bracketed years.  Judith used the Pentecost story in the second chapter of Acts as an example of the reaction to seeing these numbers.  There was confusion about what was going on, then the realization that there is more than one common language.  Then came the realization, “What can we do?”  At the time of Pentecost, 3000 were baptized and went ahead with Christ’s message.

Keith Howard:
Surmises that within 5 years only 1/3 to ½ of United Church 

congregations will be recognizable.  Many will reconfigure themselves and their communities in radically different ways.

Following the power point presentation, those present met within their own church groups to try to predict what the figures might be for 2010 for them.

Bridgeport noted attendance down by about 25 since 2007.  Have currently an appointed, retired minister and feel “in limbo”.  Christ the King expressed similar feelings – too small for full time minister and has historically depended upon the minister’s leadership.


Judith advised:
Look at the called leader but the congregation has to take



leadership too.  Recognize your own strengths

. 

Observation by a participant, “Even if we amalgamate, what will change?

Opportunity yes, but a CONDITION to deal with.

Judith turned the discussion to the June 22 picnic and worship at Doon.  There was enthusiasm for this event.  Perhaps this was a taste of what could be!

CHANGING THE CONVERSATION: NURTURING A THIRD WAY FOR CONGREGATIONS   This was a power point presentation and was also provided in print form for all participants.       Authored by: Anthony B. Robinson






  Alban Institute, Summer 2007

Following the Anthony Robinson presentation, there was more group discussion regarding how each would feel if their congregation ceased to be as it now is.  Many ideas, both positive and negative were shared.

Randy Banks shared some thoughts on the workshop he attended with Paul Gilroy and Terry Dunseith, MORE FRANCHISES THAN TIM HORTON’S

The weekend had expected 200 and got approximately 600 participants.  There will be a follow up meeting September 10, 2008.

What Next?

Judith asked the group what tangible things do you need to support your congregation as you examine options and possibilities for your own situation?

When will you decide on your way forward?

What else?  What do you need (to support going ahead)?

Bridgeport asked who would be seriously interested in amalgamation.  Several hands indicated they would.  Who is ready to leave their building (approx ½)

There was conversation about where each church was on this path.  Judith made reference to the recent amalgamation of the three St. Catharine’s churches.  We heard some of their amazing story and were given a booklet about this at our meeting at Forest Hill United on March 5, 2008.

Judith Johnston suggested that Highland Road be invited to our next meeting.  They have left their building and are renting the chapel at Trinity.

NEXT MEETING:
Brainstorm what could be the future:  building, ministry, music, purpose, etc.   (Group discussions across all participating congregations.)


AUGUST 26, 2008

7:00 p.m.
Bridgeport


SEPTEMBER 17, 2008
7:00 p.m.
Olivet

