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History of the Congregation:

We started as part of Knox United Church on what was formerly Albert St. S, now Madison Ave. S. Kitchener. This building was erected in 1925.  Ironically, St. Peter and Paul Romanian Church which will be moving our of Trinity’s Chapel has purchased this building.

Highland Road United Church was erected in 1949.

The 1st wedding held at Highland Road was William Fox to Evelyn Bricknell on August 20th, 1949.  Both Bill and Ev remained active members of the congregation until their passing.

The new Sanctuary was added to Highland Road in 1966.

The 1st wedding in the new Sanctuary was Reg Kutasinski to Janice Hildebrand on December 30th, 1966.

Highland Road celebrated their 62nd Anniversary by burning the Mortgage on Sunday May 31st, 1987.

History of the building:
First sod for the new building was turned on December 23rd, 1948. The cornerstone for the Church was laid 5 weeks later.

The dedication of the new Highland Road E. United Church of Canada by Rev. C. J. Bailey, pastor, was on Sunday May 29th, 1949.

The new Sanctuary with a cornerstone was built in 1966.

The present state of our building:

As with any old building ours is in need of continuous repairds, most small, but sometimes there are major expenditures, like furnace repairs, Aluminum siding, painting etc.  We have been able to keep our building in a good state of repair, but find it very hard to meet these expenses with a small congregation like ours.  
General upkeep and utitility cost are in the $26,000 a year range.  

Total yearly expenses (budget) to maintain our property, staff, and all other commitments are in the $115,000 range.

The main church holds approximately 300.  An average of 50 people attend Sunday service. (Including the choir)

We are not wheelchair accessible.  There is a portable aluminum ramp that can be put over the front steps to allow regular wheelchairs to be very carefully pushed up and down to give access to our building.  But our washrooms are not wheelchair accessible, and access is limited to the main floor.
The parking lot will accommodate 40 to 50 cars with street parking also available. 

Outreach use of our building:  AA Group meetings, John Howard group meetings, Women to Women for Afghanistan annual book sale. 

Present Congregation:
We have very few children in attendance on a Sunday.

We are a supportive community with many long term friendships.

The majority of our active congregation is 45 and up, many of them seniors.

Attitudes, values:

We have a very strong religious community spirit.

We are small but mighty, regularly responding to the crisis of the world around us with immediate and generous action. 

Successes:

Sunshine Circle Luncheon:  The 1st Friday of every month from October to June, our Church ladies and gentlemen put on a full luncheon for senior citizens.  Average attendance is 50 to 60 people with Christmas and Easter attracting 100 or more.
Annual Garage Sale, B.B.Q. and Bake Sale:  Held every May brings people back every year.  They love the bargains and Church lady baking.

Annual Bazaar:  Held in November each year brings back the faithful people who love our cookies.  Add in the preserves table, craft table, bake table and silent auction upstairs; and the Tea Room for lunch and White Elephant sale downstairs and we have a full building of happy shoppers.

During the summer months we hold Joint Church Services with Trinity United Church and Olivet United Church.  This fills all our pews during the summer months.

In addition we share services with several other churches over the course of the year:  Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, Christmas plays in 2005 and 2006 and a Cantata in 2007.

We support Caring Partners International.  A local organization the runs schools and medical facilities in Kenya.

Our facility is rented to Kinder Music in a mutually beneficial agreement.

Challenges:
Finding the money it takes to keep our Church going every year.

Finding new ways to increase membership, young and old.

Bringing in programs and new ideas.

Finding volunteers to go on committees.
Fundraising events are becoming more challenging due to our aging members – finding sufficient help is harder.

Resources:

Manse fund - $46,000

Trust fund - 

The talents and experience of our congregation members.
