

COOPERATING CONGREGATIONS of KITCHENER

Tuesday, May 25, 2010



       
   Zion United Church

Margot White offered to chair this meeting and welcomed representatives from six churches: Zion, St. James-Rosemount, Olivet, Trinity, Forest Hill 

and Christ the King as well as three representatives from the Church Development and Redevelopment Committee. 

Discussion:

Appreciation expressed for the learning from Bruce Ervin’s presentation at our April meeting.  This information needs to get back to our congregations.

Trinity, Zion and Highland Road are in discussions that seem to be progressing.  A date has been set for an amalgamation vote this fall and the group at our meeting seemed optimistic about this and hoped the success of a positive outcome would be incentive for their congregations also.

Paul Crittendon, based on his experience with amalgamation in Brantford said that sometimes two halves make more than one whole.  For example, each congregation may be weak but each also has strengths and this combination may be successful.

There was also discussion about the possibility of a whole new church and the question was raised as to whether or not Waterloo Presbytery owns any vacant property in K-W.

Barb Hill pointed out that it appears that we have FORM first but we should have PURPOSE first.  Together, we could be a “force” to be reckoned with!

Five needs, listed by John Lochead at our March meeting, were brought into the discussion again:
Worship





Outreach





Community





Faith Development





Christian Witness

Worship experience was a priority for most.  This is the inspiration for all the others to be accomplished.  Purpose should be over preference.

Dave wondered:
What if money was no object?




What would we do differently?

Paul:
We do not all have the same passion for social action.  Do we unite around a common budget?

From a business point of view, we have nine properties and these would provide the funding to do mission.  What are CCK doing now to eliminate poverty, for example.  CCK needs to be more aggressive in promoting what
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is going on here.  We need to be a United United Church!  There is power in worshipping together (e.g. as in Lenten and summer services).

· Leadership is crucial

· Why is it so hard to find a vision?

· We all need to be ministered to so we can minister to others

Dave suggested each congregation conduct a survey.


What is church for you?

(At Olivet, less than 25% of the congregation is under 50 years of age.)

CCK has to take power.  Make plans to move forward and take that back to our congregations with authority.

Dave suggested a monthly newsletter would be helpful as well as a leadership team for moving ahead in the fall.

At the conclusion of the meeting, Paul Crittendon, asked for suggestions for thoughts to be included in his sermon at the annual picnic.

DATES TO REMEMBER:

Friday, June 11, 2010 at St. James-Rosemount – A really good play about church union.  Posters to be sent out to local churches by May 30.

Sunday, June 13, 2010

Annual Worship Service and Picnic





Forest Heights Collegiate at 10:30 a.m.






Rain Date:   Trinity United Church

Fall Meeting Dates:

Wednesday, September 22, 2010 at Forest Hill United
Tuesday, October 26, 2010 at……………………………………..

Wednesday, November 24, 2010 at……………………………..

Submitted by

Elna Robertson, Church Development and Redevelopment Committee

*Reminder that these minutes are also posted on the Waterloo

  Presbytery website so that any members can access them.
