Bridgeport United Church

Past, Present & Future


Bridgeport United Church has experienced many highs and lows throughout our existence.  We have enjoyed outstanding ministers, talented musical directors, financial stability, dedicated volunteers and a flourishing congregation.  We have also had the unfortunate experience of self serving ministers, difficult musical directors, financial starvation, worn out volunteers and a diminishing congregation.  Throughout all this we have remained a congregation that is willing to objectively assess our situation.  Willing to accept  that the situation we are in did not just happen to us, but that we are also responsible. It is in the realization of our responsibility, that steps have been taken to secure our future.  


Approximately two years ago the Stewards along with the records of the Treasurer made a very bleak presentation.  We were financially on a very short trip to closing our doors as the bills simply would not continue to be paid.  This prompted an invitation to Judith Johnson to come and speak and or guide our congregation through the options available to us and the steps required to get there.  Three congregational meetings were held and decisions made that would allow us some breathing room and possibly set a new course to recovery. 


From those meetings a new committee was formed to initiate a new way of thinking and understanding of what our recovery might look like.  Appropriately this committee was named “The Future Visions Committee”.  True to their mandate they worked, investigated, communicated and produced the Future Visions Report with a recommendation toward amalgamation.  


With this report completed and accepted for presentation to the congregation by the Official Board, it was distributed to all members for review.  A congregational meeting was held with the specific intent to only clarify questions arising from the report.  Once this had been completed, the congregation was encouraged to continue to communicate with other members so that when the time came to make a decision all concerns had been heard and perhaps addressed.


With this passage of time, another congregational meeting was called to formally recognize the work of the Future Visions Committee and to vote on the report as presented.  It was unanimous to accept the report, and to move towards the recommendation of amalgamation.   This motion was step towards the formation of the “Future Action Committee”   This committee is meeting quite regularly to foster new relationships with willing congregations in the Kitchener area.  The Future Action Committee is working closely with our representatives from the Co-Operating Congregations Committee.  


Although we have remained true to our purpose there has been a price to pay for the journey that we are on.  We have struggled with watching some members leave for a more stable environment, been challenged with the importance of physical space as opposed to spiritual space and having to battle the fatigue that comes from climbing uphill every Sunday.  


With that being recognized, we are also very fortunate to have a dedicated core group of members that are willing to do what it takes to keep alive the spirituality of our congregation.  From a possible re-structuring of our constitution to better reflect our current situation to the formation of new focus groups.  When we found ourselves without a minister in the midst of a crisis, we choose to soldier on instead of collapse under the pressure.  We were fortunate to have a minister who had a  significant history with us to bridge us to the next phase.  Her sincerity and openness has given us the freedom to pursue the path we are on now.  


Ours is a story about Spirit, Energy and Passion.  The spirit that moves us, the energy that drives us and the passion that keeps us alive.

